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How doft thou like the Lord T^jp^s wife ? 

Paft all exprcfling/it is very mccte 
The Lord Bajfamo Hue an vp right life 
For haying fuch a bl effing in h~is La% 
He findes the ioyes of heauen hectic on earth, 
And i£pn earth he doc not mcatic i^it 
15 reafon he fhonld ncuer come heauen ? 
Why, if two gods fhould play fomc hcauenly match. 
And on the wager lay cwo earthly women, 
hxi&Tortia one : there mud be fomcthing elfc 
Paund with che other, torthepoorc rude world 
Hath hot her fellow. 

Lorm. Euen fuch a husband 
Haft thou of me, as fhe is for a wife* 

lef* Nay,bur aske my opinion to of that ? 

hor 4 I will anoncjfirftlct vs goe to dinner ? 

lef. Nay^ctmcpraifeypu whilcl hauea ftomackc ? 

Lor, No pray thcc,let it feme for table talke, 
Then how fpai ere thou fpeakft *mmm other things, ' 
Iflialldigeftit? 

%0> Well, He fee you forth* Sxemh 


Enter the D^e 9 the Ul4ajrwficQcr 3 Anthmw, Jfeffwiiidnd 
Gratiatto* 

Duke* What, is Atithomo hecrc ? 
Ant* Ready, fo p 1 cafe your grace ? 
Duke. I am forry fbniiec,thou art come to 3tifwere 
A ftonte aduerfarjvan inhumane wretch, 
Vncapableofpitcy,voyd, and empty 
From any dram of inercic; 

Ant. Ibaue heard 
Your Grace hath tane great paines tocjuahfie 
His rigorous cpiirfc 1 bifc fiiSefc he Panels bhim ate, 
And that no tewfttl^m^ttes can carrie rnc 
Out of his eniiies reacHj I do oppofe 
My patience to his htry, and %M arrn*d 
To fuffer with i quietnetTc of fpiii't, 
The very tiranny and rage of his, 

~D«* Go one and cat the lew into the Courf. 
Srtf. He is ready at th? doore,he conies my Lord, 

Enter Shylockg* 
Z>#.Maice f oomCj.and let him fland before bur face. 
Shyloche the world thin fces^- and I thinke fo co 
That thou but lcadcft this fa-fhion of thy mallice 
To the laft hcJure of a&iafid then cis thought 
Thbult fi^Wfdw mercy and removfemore ftrange , 
Than is thy grange appelant cruelty; 
And where thou now exact'tHhe penalty, 
Which isaponnd of this pbove Merchants fiefh, j 
Thou wilt not onely loofe the forfeiture,, { 
But touch -d'-with humane, gen tlenefle andloue : 
Forgtoetfnioy'Eie 'of the^pirttrJipaU 1 ,- '■ 
Glancing an eye of pitty on his lolfes 
That haucoflaie fo hud led on his backc. 
Eno w to preCc a toy all- Merchant 'downe j 
And pluckecommiferattonofhis'ftate 
From braffie bofomes, and rough hearts of flints^ > J 
From ft ub borne Tufkes^;rtdTavters neuer traind- ■ 1 


To offices of tender curtefie, 

We all expeft a gentle anfwer lew ? 

lew. I haue polfeftyoUr grace of what I pm «f 
And by our holy Sabbath haue I fwerne ^ » 
To haue the due and forfeit of my bond. 
If you denie it, let the danger light 
Vpon your Charter, and your Cities freedom* 
You'l aske me why I rather choofe to haue 
A weight of carrion fleflh, then to receiue 
Three thoufand Ducats ? He not anfwer that ; 
But fay it is my humor \ Is it anfwered ? 
What if my hou.fe be troubled with a Rat, 
And I be pleased to giue ten thoufand Ducates 
To haue it bain'd s 3 What,arc you anfwered yet f 
Some men there are loue not a gaping Pigge : 
Some that are mad, if they behold a Cat : 
And others, when the bag-pipe fings i'th nofc 
Cannot containe their Vrine for affection , 
Mailers of paflion fwayes it to the moode 
Of what it iikesor loaths, now for your anfwer ; 
As there is no firme reafon toberendrcd 
Why he cannot abide a gaping Pigge ? 
Why heaharmleflc neceffaric Cat'? 
Why he a woollen bag-pipe : but of force 
Muftyccld to fuch ineuitablefliame, 
As to oftend hi mfclfc being offended : 
So can I giue no reafon, nor 1 will not, 
More then a lodg'd hare, and a cert a in c loathing 
lb care Anthony that I follow thus 
A loofmg fuite again ft him? Are you anTwcred > 

"Bajf. Thb is noanlwcrthouvnfeclingman, 
To excufc the currant of thy cruelty, 

lew* I am n^t bound to pleafe thee with my anfwer 

'Baff* Do all men kit th- things they do nntloac? 

Jew, Hates any man the thing he would not kill? 

Haff* Eueiiej offence is ftot a hate ac firft. 

lew. What wouldft thou haue a Serpent Ming thet 
twice? 

A?*?* I pray you think'e you quell ion with the lew; 
You may as wcl) go ftahd vpon the beach, 
And bid chtmaine flooci baiie his vfuall height, 
Of euen as well vfc qucllion with the Wolfe, 
The Ewe bleate for the Lambe : 
You may as "vvell forbid the M ountaire Pines 
To wagge Lheir high tops, and to make no noife 
When they arefretted with thegufts ofheauen: 
You may as well do anything moft hard, 
As fecke to fbften that, then which what harder ? 
His Iewifh heart. Therefore 1 do befeech you 
Make no more offers^ vfc no farther rneanes, 
But with all briefe and plaineconuemcncie 
LctmehSue iudgement, and the lew his wi!k 
Baf For thy three thoufand Ducates heereis fix* 
lew. If ewer ie Ducat in fixe thoufand Ducates 
Were in fixe parts? and euery partaDueatCj 
I would not draw them, I would haue my h6 nd ? 
Z)#.How {h alt thou hope for mere ie,rendr in g none/ 
/w. What iudgemtnt fball I dread doing no wrong? 
You hiue among youmany Vpurchaft fiaue^ 
Which likeyoijr Affes,aMyour Dogs and Moles, 
You vfc ih abie6t and In fl^uifli parts s 
Beeaufeyou bought tlitm. Shall I fay- 10 you, 
Let them be free, marric them to your hcires £ 
Why fweate chey i Ynder%urlhen3/ , Let their beck 
Be made asfoft as yours: and let their pallats 

m feafdn'd with fuch Viitid 5 S you vf ill anfwer : 
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N ^Bdng the hast® Call the Mbffei7ger 3 , 

z a lf Good chcere ^^^What^coragcyet^ 
The lew Hiail haue myifeflip tlood 5 bpDc^aiid all, 
Pre thou ffiMf loofe fa m^aoe drop oi' bbmii 

zJnt. a tainted Vmthci of tbe^kc,! 
MceteftVor death, the weaktfi kii^ie offniitc. 
, Drops eartiefl to the ground; and fo Icr me; 
You cannot better be employ *d BafA%fop< T 
Tb^trtoliueflilljand wric^niineEpitapd^ 

Enter Nerriffd 
" j)$ n Came you from Padua from TfeiUrto > 

/V^-Prom bodi. . 5 
My Lortl®tfffl<«* gre«s y««r Grace. ' :^ 

W Why doft thou whet thy knife io earneftly > - 

[t#\ To cut the forfeiture from that bank rout there, 

Gu* Not on thy foale ; but on thy fende harfli Jew 
Thou trcaVft thy knife kcene ; but iro mettaH can, 
No the hangmans Axe beare halfe the keenneffe 
Of thy ilai'pc enuy. Can no prayers pierce tiiee? 

Im* No, none that thou haft wit tnough to make, 

gfd, O be thou damn'd, inexecrabledogge, 
And for thy life let iuftice be accus'd: 
Thou almoft mak'ft me.wauer in my faith 5 
To hold opinion with Pythagoras ^ 
That fettles of Animals infiik themfelucs 
Into the tr unties of men. Thy cumfhfpim 
Gopern'd a Wolfe, who hang'd for humane flaughterj 
Euen from ih«"galIowes;did his fell foulefleet ; 
And wbirft thou layeft in thy vnhallowed dam, 
IntVd it felfe in thee iVox thy dcfires 
Arc Woluifli, bloody, flern'd,and rauenouv 

lew. Till thou canft raile the fealc from off my bond 
Thou but offend 3 ft thy Lungs to fpcake fo ioud : 
Repair c thy wit good youth, or it will fall 
Toendieflerume* Iftand hcerefor Law, 

I>n m This Letter from *B#llariir doth commend 
Ayongand Learned Doctor in our Court ; 
Whereishc? 

Ner. Henctendethheerehardby^ 
To know your anfwe^whethcryou'l admit him* 

D^* With all my heart. Some three or four of you 
Go giue him curtco us conduit to this place, 
Meanetime the Court fhali he a re HeRvtees Letters 

YOnr Grace JhaHvnderfl W } that at the Veetite iff ywfc 
Letter I Am very fttfke : i>m in the infant thatjwr mef- 
fengtr came, in hmngvffmtioff % w& with mi W y&mglb^ 
Hot of Rome, his n&me ts Balthafar ; I deqHkinedhtmmtk 
thecattfe & (wtreuerfie, - femeemihe lew mi Anthonio 
the Merchant : we tPimd &rc m^nj ^rikfi together r bei$ 
fermjhtdvith my ipmie^ vbicb hetWimh his ownele&r- 
*«f , thegremeffe whereof I cdmot iH00^*mm^&ml 



; with him at my, importunity j t&0vpjwrGf>ifcgf requeftm 

t&ietl^lmks^reHmHdefiimmon ? ferMever kpeftcfi 
yowg a hdj f wit& fi eida tk#d* I team him tyf^gratffobek 
Acceptance w&oji nmljhalVtHt^rpikifbhk e^ntovdxfan- 

. . » ■ • • " ■ < -A 

Enter Ports* fir "Bdth^y, ' ' - > 


Duke. Yoo beare the leam'd "BcUarh what he writes 
And heeref I take k)is the Doctor come. 
Giue me y our hand : Game you from old *BeHdri&> 

Per. I did my Lord: .t; ":^ Wj ual 

Dts. You are welcome-: t^ke youf pfitoj 
Are you acquainted wuhthe dilference ' 
That holds this piefent qtieftion in theOonrt, 1 

For,, lam enformed throughly oftbecaule. 
Which is the Merchant beere? and Wlri.ch-tbfcTtw? 

Du* AnthomomA ■old-$kft6c{g f both (land forth; 1 ^ 

For. rsyaursiame S.bylddg}* 1 >'H 

lew* Shyhfke h my^namc, 

Per. Of a iirangc natun^is the fute you f ollow, ;r 1 J 3 
Yet in fuch rule^ that the Venetian Law 
Cannot impugneyou as you do proc^-d-J ' ol 1 

You (land widiin his danger, do y o& not? 

Ant. I, fohefayes. ' 

Par. Do you confeffe the bond? 

Ant. Ido. — ■ ' ■ < " ; ~" : fl« 

Par. Theo muft th^ lewh^mertifuiK 

lew. On what compulfion muft f-Jr-Ttft ftftft hat»'- 

Per. The quality of jmrry isnot ftf Hn^' 
It dropperii at the gentierainefram h^u^rf : 
Vpon the place beneatb; i k -is twice khit m ' ■ 
It bleffeth him that giGe*, aiid him" that zSkts } 
*Tis mightieft in ihcmightieil, it becomes " : 
The throned Monarch betcer then bife Gfowli^ 
His Scepter fiievves thc rorce of tefiipcirall'pbwe^ '.' 
The attribute to awe and h) aie-ft >b t ' ■ ■ 
WhereitV defth fit the dread and feare of Kings ; 
But mercy is aboue this fceptred fway 3 - hii 

It is enthroned in the hearts of Kings, 
it is an attribute to God himfelfe j 
And earthly power doth thrnfl^ew likeftGods oT 
When mercic feafoiisluftice. Therefore lew, 
Though mrticebe thy pleiyconfiderthis, 
That in the cc«rfe of luftice^none of vs 
Should fee ialuation ; we do pray for mei?de, 
And that lime pray er 3 doth teach vs a II to render 
The deeds of mercic* 1 haue fpoke thus mucfv 
To mittigatccheiufticeofthv plea; 
Which if thou follow, this fhi£t eourfe of Vcriite 
Mutt needes giue fcritence T gainft the Merchant there* 

Shy. My deeds vpoii.my head, I crauethe Lavv^ 
The penaltie and forfeite of my bond, 

F&r* U he not able to discharge the money? 

Baf Yes,hec i e I tender ft for him in the Court, 
Yea, twice the futnme, if that will not furficc, 
-I will be bound to'pay it ten times or e 5 
On forfeit of my hands, my head, my heart : 
If this wninotfuffi£e 5 itmuft appeare 
That malice bcares downe truib. And I befeech you 
Wrcft once the Law to your authority* 
To do a great right, do a little wrong, 
And curbeihts cruell diuellof his wilL 

For. It muft not bt^ there is nc^pd^t tn Venice' * 
Can alter a decreMftiblifbed : 
'Twill be recorded for a Prefidcntj 

And 


